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State of Texas §
§
County of Young §

Order Regulating Ownership, Keeping or Having Custody of
Dangerous Wild Animals

Whereas, this Order is adopted under TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Chapter
822, Subchapter E;

Whereas, this Order is adopted to protect the health and safety of the residents of
Young County, Texas; .

Whereas, this Order applies in the unincorporated areas of Young County;

Whereas, this Order applies to the following types of animals (hereinafter referred
to as “Dangerous Wild Animals”):

Lions, tigers, bears, ocelots, cougars, leopards, cheetah, jaguars, bobcats,
lynx, servals, caracals, hyenas, coyotes, jackals, baboons, chimpanzees,
orangutans, gorillas, and any hybrids of the aforementioned animals.

It is hereby ordered by the Commissioners’ Court of Young County that:

1. Effective as of January 1, 2005, a person may not own, keep, or have
custody of a Dangerous Wild Animal unless:

a. The Dangerous Wild Animal is registered pursuant to the
registration program established by this Order: and,

b. The person owning, keeping or having custody of the Dangerous
Wild Animal complies with the provisions of this Order, including
obtaining annual registration certificates from the Young County
Sheriff.

2. After January 1, 2005, no registration certificate shall be issued for any
Dangerous Wild Animal, save and except for those animals which were
registered in Young County on or before January 1, 2005.

3. The Sheriff shall implement the registration program.

4. - The Sheriff may begin issuing registration certificates under this Order
immediately.
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5. The Sheriff shall administer and enforce the registration program in
accordance with HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Chapter 822, Subchapter E,
The Sheriff shall prescribe the application form and the registration
certificate required by HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE CHAPTER, Chapter 822,
Subchapter E.

6. The Sheriff shall collect a nonrefundable $50 fee with each application for
issuance or annual renewal of a registration submitted under this Order.
However, a person may not be charged more than a total of $500 in fees
regardless of the number of animals the person is registering.

7. If a person to whom a registration certificate is issued fails to file an annual
renewal application or pay the required $50 annual renewal fee within thirty
(30) days of the one (1) year anniversary date of the issuance of the
certificate to be renewed, no new registration certificate shall be issued for
the animal covered by the expired certificate.

8. After January 1, 2005, a person commits an offense if the person violates
the registration requirements imposed under this Order, fails to display a
registration certificate in accordance with HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE
CHAPTER, Chapter 822, Subchapter E, or fails to notify the sheriff of the
attack of a human by a Dangerous Wild Animal or the escape of a
Dangerous Wild Animal as required by such subchapter. Each animal with
respect to which there is a violation and each day that a violation continues
is a separate offense. :

9. After January 1, 2005, a person commits an offense if the person knowingly
transfers or sells a Dangerous Wild Animal to a person who does not have a
certificate of registration for the animal.

10.  An offense under this Order is a Class C misdemeanor.

Il.  After January 1, 2005, a person who owns, keeps, or has custody of a
Dangerous Wild Animal or who fails to register a Dangerous Wild Animal
in accordance with this Order and Chapter 822 E, HEALTH AND SAFETY
CODE is liable for a civil penalty of not less than $200 or more than $2,000
for each animal with respect to which there is a violation and for each day
the violation continues.

12. This order does not apply to those persons and animals specifically
exempted from the coverage of HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE Chapter 822,
Subchapter E-822.102.
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13, The animal registration fees collected under this Order may only be used to
administer and enforce this Order.

14. This Order supercedes all prior Orders pertaining to the matters addressed
herein which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Order.

Adopted this 27th day of September, 2004,

s

§tanleyH Peav{ I, County Judge

Duane Downey, Commissioner JohnC. Bullock, Commissioner
Precinct One Precinct Two

R. L. Spivey, CoHlm\ssioner v1d Voder COl’IllTll 1oner
Precinct Three Precinct Four

(.,ommlssnoners Cﬁ 9[i\/lmutes

Exhlblt
Page __ﬁ______
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DANGEROUS WILD ANIMAL
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION APPLICATION

APPLICANT’S INFORMATION

NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS OF APPLICANT:

APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER:

IDENTIFICATION OF ANIMAL (each animal requires a separate form to be completed):

SPECIES:

SEX: AGE:

DISTINGUISHING MARKS OR COLORATION:

ExACT LOCATION WHERE ANIMAL IS TO BE KEPT:




Before me, the undersigned authority, appeared the Applicant named above and, after
being duly sworn, deposed and stated as follows:

“I certify that all of the above information is complete and accurate.

“I have read TExAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Chapter 822 Subchapter E and

certify that all facilities used by the applicant to confine or enclose the animal
comply with the requirements of Subchapter E.”

Further Affiant saith not.

Signature of Applicant

Subscribed to and sworn to before me, the undersigned authority on this the

day of , 2004.

Notary Public, State of Texas

The following must accompany each application:

1.

2.

Applicant’s nonrefundable registration fee of $50.00, made payable to Young
County Sheriff’s Department.

Proof of liability insurance as required by TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE,
Subchapter E.

A color photograph of each animal being registered taken not earlier than the
30" day before the date the registration is filed.

A photograph of and statement of the dimensions of the primary enclosure in
which the animal is to be kept and a scale diagram of the premises where the
animal will be kept, including the location of any perimeter fencing and any
residence on the premises.

If an applicant holds a Class "A" or Class " B" dealer's license or Class "C" exhibitor's
license issued by the secretary of agriculture of the United States under the Animal

Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments, a clear and
legible photocopy of the license.

If this is a renewal application, a statement signed by a veterinarian license to
practice in this state stating that the veterinarian:

(a) inspected each animal being registered not earlier than the 30" day before
the date of the filing of the renewal application, and,

(b)  finds that the care and treatment of each animal by the owner meets or
exceeds the standards prescribed under TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE,
Subchapter E.



Certificate of Registration of Dangerous Wild Animal
Issued by Young County Sheriff’s Department

Date of Issuance of Certificate:

Expiration Date of Certificate:

Name of Certificate Holder:

Certificate Holder’s Mailing Address:

Identification of Animal for which Certificate is Issued:

Species:

Sex:

Age:

Distinguishing Marks or Coloration:

Exact Location where Animal is to be Kept:

Carey Pettus, Young County Sheriff
By: , Deputy




TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE - CHAPTER 822. REGULATION OF ANIMALS
SUBCHAPTER E. DANGEROUS WILD ANIMALS
§ 822.101. Definitions
In this subchapter:

(1) "Animal registration agency" means the municipal or county animal control office with authority over the
area where a dangerous wild animal is kept or a county sheriff in an area that does not have an animal control office.

(2) "Board" means the Texas Board of Health.
(3) "Commercial activity" means:

(A) an activity involving a dangerous wild animal conducted for profit that is not inherent to the animal's
nature;

(B) an activity for which a fee is charged and that is entertainment using or an exhibition of the animal; or

(C) the selling, trading, bartering, or auctioning of a dangerous wild animal or a dangerous wild animal's
body parts.

(4) "Dangerous wild animal" means:

(A) alion;

(B) a tiger;

(C) an ocelot;

(D) a cougar;

(E) a leopard,

(F) a cheetah;

(G) ajaguar;

(H) a bobcat;

(D a lynx;

(J) a serval;

(K) a caracal;

(L) a hyena;

(M) a bear;

(N) a coyote;

(O) a jackal;

(P) a baboon,;

(Q) a chimpanzee;
(R) an orangutan;
(S) a gorilla; or
(T) any hybrid of an animal listed in this subdivision.

(5) "Owner" means any person who owns, harbors, or has custody or control of a dangerous wild animal.

(6) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, trust, estate, joint stock company, foundation, or
association of individuals.

(7) "Primary enclosure" means any structure used to immediately restrict an animal to a limited amount of space,
including a cage, pen, run, room, compartment, or hutch.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.



§ 822.102. Applicability of Subchapter
(a) This subchapter does not apply to:

(1) a county, municipality, or agency of the state or an agency of the United States or an agent or official of a
county, municipality, or agency acting in an official capacity;

(2) a research facility, as that term is defined by Section 2(e), Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2132),
and its subsequent amendments, that is licensed by the secretary of agriculture of the United States under that
Act;

(3) an organization that is an accredited member of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association;

(4) an injured, infirm, orphaned, or abandoned dangerous wild animal while being transported for care or
treatment;

(5) an injured, infirm, orphaned, or abandoned dangerous wild animal while being rehabilitated, treated, or
cared for by a licensed veterinarian, an incorporated humane society or animal shelter, or a person who holds a
rehabilitation permit issued under Subchapter C, Chapter 43, Parks and Wildlife Code;

(6) a dangerous wild animal owned by and in the custody and control of a transient circus company that is
not based in this state if:

(A) the animal is used as an integral part of the circus performances; and

(B) the animal is kept within this state only during the time the circus is performing in this state or for a
period not to exceed 30 days while the circus is performing outside the United States;
(7) a dangerous wild animal while in the temporary custody or control of a television or motion picture
production company during the filming of a television or motion picture production in this state;

(8) a dangerous wild animal owned by and in the possession, custody, or control of a college or university
solely as a mascot for the college or university;

(9) a dangerous wild animal while being transported in interstate commerce through the state in compliance
with the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments and the regulations
adopted under that Act;

(10) a nonhuman primate owned by and in the control and custody of a person whose only business is
supplying nonhuman primates directly and exclusively to biomedical research facilities and who holds a Class
"A" or Class "B" dealer's license issued by the secretary of agriculture of the United States under the Animal
Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments; and

(11) a dangerous wild animal that is:

(A) owned by or in the possession, control, or custody of a person who is a participant in a species
survival plan of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association for that species; and

(B) an integral part of that species survival plan.

(b) This subchapter does not require a municipality that does not have an animal control office to create that
office. ,

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.



§ 822.103. Certificate of Registration; Fees

(a) A person may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of a dangerous wild animal for any purpose unless
the person holds a certificate of registration for that animal issued by an animal registration agency.

(b) A certificate of registration issued under this subchapter is not transferable and is valid for one year after its
date of issuance or renewal unless revoked.

(¢) The animal registration agency may establish and charge reasonable fees for application, issuance, and
renewal of a certificate of registration in order to recover the costs associated with the administration and
enforcement of this subchapter. The fee charged to an applicant may not exceed $50 for each animal registered and
may not exceed $500 for each person registering animals, regardless of the number of animals owned by the person.
The fees collected under this section may be used only to administer and enforce this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.104. Certificate of Registration Application

(a) An applicant for an original or renewal certificate of registration for a dangerous wild animal must file an
application with an animal registration agency on a form provided by the animal registration agency.

(b) The application must include:
(1) the name, address, and telephone number of the applicant;

(2) a complete identification of each animal, including species, sex, age, if known, and any distinguishing
marks or coloration that would aid in the identification of the animal;

(3) the exact location where each animal is to be kept;
(4) a sworn statement that:
(A) all information in the application is complete and accurate; and

(B) the applicant has read this subchapter and that all facilities used by the applicant to confine or enclose
the animal comply with the requirements of this subchapter; and

(5) any other information the animal registration agency may require.
(¢) An applicant shall include with each application:
(1) the nonrefundable fee;

(2) proof, in a form acceptable by the animal registration agency, that the applicant has liability insurance, as
required by Section 822.107;

(3) a color photograph of each animal being registered taken not earlier than the 30th day before the date the
application is filed;

(4) a photograph and a statement of the dimensions of the primary enclosure in which each animal is to be
kept and a scale diagram of the premises where each animal will be kept, including the location of any perimeter
fencing and any residence on the premises; and

(5) if an applicant holds a Class "A" or Class " B" dealer's license or Class "C" exhibitor's license issued by
the secretary of agriculture of the United States under the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.)
and its subsequent amendments, a clear and legible photocopy of the license.



(d) In addition to the items required under Subsection (c), an application for renewal must include a statement
signed by a veterinarian licensed to practice in this state stating that the veterinarian:

(1) inspected each animal being registered not earlier than the 30th day before the date of the filing of the
renewal application; and

(2) finds that the care and treatment of each animal by the owner meets or exceeds the standards prescribed
under this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.105. Denial or Revocation of Certificate of Registration; Appeal

(a) If the animal registration agency finds that an application for an original or renewal certificate of registration
under this subchapter does not meet the requirements of Section 822.104 or, after inspection, that an applicant has
not complied with this subchapter, the animal registration agency shall deny the applicant a certificate of registration
and give the applicant written notice of the denial and the reasons for the denial.

(b) If the animal registration agency finds, after inspection, that a registered owner provided false information in
or in connection with the application or has not complied with this subchapter, the animal registration agency shall
revoke the certificate of registration and give the owner written notice of the revocation and the reasons for the
revocation.

(c) A person may appeal the denial of an original or renewal certificate of registration or the revocation of a
certificate of registration to the justice court for the precinct in which the animal is located or the municipal court in
the municipality in which the animal is located not later than the 15th day after the date the certificate of registration
is denied or revoked. Either party may appeal the decision of the justice or municipal court to a county court or
county court at law in the county in which the justice or municipal court is located. The decision of the county court
or county court at law may not be appealed.

(d) The filing of an appeal of the denial or revocation of a certificate of registration under Subsection (¢) stays
the denial or revocation until the court rules on the appeal.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.106. Display of Certificate of Registration

(a) A holder of a certificate of registration shall prominently display the certificate at the premises where each
animal that is the subject of the certificate of registration is kept.

(b) Not later than the 10th day after the date a person receives a certificate of registration, the person shall file a
clear and legible copy of the certificate of registration with the Texas Department of Health. The department shall
establish a procedure for filing a certificate of registration and shall charge a reasonable fee in an amount sufficient
to recover the cost associated with filing a certificate of registration under this subsection.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

§ 822.107. Liability Insurance
An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall maintain liability insurance coverage in an amount of not less than
$100,000 for each occurrence for liability for damages for destruction of or damage to property and death or bodily

injury to a person caused by the dangerous wild animal.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.



§ 822.108. Inspection
An owner of a dangerous wild animal, at all reasonable times, shall allow the animal registration agency, its staff, its
agents, or a designated licensed veterinarian to enter the premises where the animal is kept and to inspect the animal,
the primary enclosure for the animal, and the owner's records relating to the animal to ensure compliance with this
subchapter.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

§ 822.109. Relocation or Disposition of Animal

(a) An owner of a dangerous wild animal may not permanently relocate the animal unless the owner first notifies

the animal registration agency in writing of the exact location to which the animal will be relocated and provides the

animal registration agency, with respect to the new location, the information required by Section 822.104.

(b) Within 10 days after the death, sale, or other disposition of the animal, the owner of the animal shall notify
the animal registration agency in writing of the death, sale, or other disposition.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.110. Attack by Animal; Escape of Animal; Liability

(a) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall notify the animal registration agency of any attack of a human by
the animal within 48 hours of the attack.

(b) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall immediately notify the animal registration agency and the local
law enforcement agency of any escape of the animal.

(¢) An owner of a dangerous wild animal that escapes is liable for all costs incurred in apprehending and
confining the animal.

(d) An animal registration agency, a law enforcement agency, or an employee of an animal registration agency or
law enforcement agency is not liable to an owner of a dangerous wild animal for damages arising in connection with
the escape of a dangerous wild animal, including liability for damage, injury, or death caused by the animal during
or after the animal's escape, or for injury to or death of the animal as a result of apprehension or confinement of the
animal after escape.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.111. Powers and Duties of Board; Caging Requirements and Standards

(a) The board by rule shall establish caging requirements and standards for the keeping and confinement of a
dangerous wild animal to ensure that the animal is kept in a manner and confined in a primary enclosure that:

(1) protects and enhances the public's health and safety;
(2) prevents escape by the animal; and
(3) provides a safe, healthy, and humane environment for the animal.

(b) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall keep and confine the animal in accordance with the caging
requirements and standards established by the board.

(¢) An animal registration agency may approve a deviation from the caging requirements and standards
established by the board, only if:



(1) the animal registration agency has good cause for the deviation; and
(2) the deviation:
(A) does not compromise the public's health and safety;
(B) does not reduce the total area of the primary enclosure below that established by the board; and
(C) does not otherwise adversely affect the overall welfare of the animal involved.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.112. Care, Treatment, and Transportation of Animal

(a) For each dangerous wild animal, the owner shall comply with all applicable standards of the Animal Welfare
Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments and the regulations adopted under that Act
relating to:

(1) facilities and operations;
(2) animal health and husbandry; and
(3) veterinary care.

(b) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall maintain a separate ‘written log for each dangerous wild animal
documenting the animal's veterinary care and shall make the log available to the animal registration agency or its
agent on request. The log must:

(1) identify the animal treated;

(2) provide the date of treatment;

(3) describe the type or nature of treatment; and

(4) provide the name of the attending veterinarian, if applicable.

(c) When transporting a dangerous wild animal, the owner of the animal, or a designated carrier or intermediate
handler of the animal, shall comply with all transportation standards that apply to that animal under the Animal
Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments or the regulations adopted under that
Act.

(d) A person is exempt from the requirements of this section if the person is caring for, treating, or transporting
an animal for which the person holds a Class "A" or Class "B" dealer's license or a Class " C" exhibitor's license
issued by the secretary of agriculture of the United States under the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et
seq.) and its subsequent amendments.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.113. Offense and Penalty
(a) A person commits an offense if the person violates Section 822.103(a), Section 822.106, or Section

822.110(a) or (b). Each animal with respect to which there is a violation and each day that a violation continues is a
separate offense.



(b) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly sells or otherwise transfers ownership of a dangerous
wild animal to a person who does not have a certificate of registration for that animal as required by this subchapter.

(c) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
§ 822.114. Civil Penalty

(a) A person who violates Section 8§22.103(a) is liable for a civil penalty of not less than $200 and not more than
$2,000 for each animal with respect to which there is a violation and for each day the violation continues.

(b) The county or municipality in which the violation occurs may sue to collect a civil penalty. A civil penalty
collected under this subsection may be retained by the county or municipality.

(¢) The county or municipality in which the violation occurs may also recover the reasonable costs of
investigation, reasonable attorney's fees, and reasonable expert witness fees incurred by the animal registration

agency in the civil action. Costs or fees recovered under this subsection shall be credited to the operating account
from which payment for the animal registration agency's expenditures was made.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

§ 822.115. Injunction
Any person who is directly harmed or threatened with harm by a violation of this subchapter or a failure to enforce
this subchapter may sue an owner of a dangerous wild animal to enjoin a violation of this subchapter or to enforce
this subchapter.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

§ 822.116. Effect of Subchapter on Other Law

(a) This subchapter does not affect the applicability of any other law, rule, order, ordinance, or other legal
requirement of this state or a political subdivision of this state.

(b) This subchapter does not prevent a municipality or county from prohibiting or regulating by ordinance or
order the ownership, possession, confinement, or care of a dangerous wild animal.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.



